

































































24 Rousseau and the Ancients

nation-state, Istvan Hont concludes that “as a political definition of the
location of sovereignty, Hobbes’s ‘state’ and Sieyés’ ‘nation’ are identical.
Sieyés’ ‘nation’ is Hobbes’s ‘Leviathan’” (Hont 203). Both are powerful
interpretations, in a sharply converging manner, of the modern popular civi-
tas.” With respect to the contrast between Sieyés’ and Rousseau’s concep-
tions of representation, but also the apparent convergence of their ideas of
the general will and indivisible sovereignty, see Baczko.

“0See Arendt 230-3 1. Arendt here comments on what she terms “the secret
conflict between state and nation,” arising with the very birth of the nation-
state on account of its conjunction of the rights of man with the demand for
national sovereignty. Her reflections on this subject have occasioned ex-
tensive comnmentary. See, for instance, Kristeva 206-9.

#The phrasing of the third article of the declaration of the rights of man
and of the citizen, which begins, “‘Le principe de toute souveraineté réside
essentiellement dans la Nation,” is owed principally to Lafayette. For the
fullest histories of the sources and drafting of the whole document, and of
the deliberations leading to its endorsement by the Assemblée nationale on
26 August 1789, see Rials and Gauchet.

] have recently addressed this subject in an essay on “Multiculturalism
and ethnic cleansing in the Enlightenment,” in Ole Peter Grell and Roy
Porter (eds.), Toleration in Enlightenment Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2000), pp. 69-85.

81 Etat de guerre, 3: 603.

#See DI 14-15. On Rousseau’s appreciation of the career of Fabricius as
recounted by Plutarch, see George R. Havens’ edition of this text (New
York: Modern Language Association, 1946), n. 152, pp. 203-4, and
Starobinski.

* Pléiade 2: 770. As is noted by Philip Stewart (see his “Julie et ses
légendes,” SVEC 260 (1989), 275-76), this inscription for Gravelot’s tenth
plate of Julie ou la nouvelle Héloise does not figure anywhere in the novel
itself; it is a textual addition. See also Rousseau’s remark in the “Profes-
sion de foi du vicaire Savoyard” (Em, livre [V, OC 588: “Homme, ne cherche
plus I’auteur du mal, cet auteur c’est toi-méme.”’) The passage from Milton
I have in mind comprises lines 73-75 in book IV of Paradise Lost: “Me
miserable! Which way shall I fly? [...] Which way I fly is Hell; myself am
Hell.”

“In accepting the invitation of the Rousseau Association to speak at its
eleventh biennial colloquium at Duke University, I originally hoped to com-
plete the last of twelve chapters of a study of Rousseau s Enlightenment on
which I have been intermittently engaged for many years. That chapter,
entitled “The Ancient Modernity of Rousseau’s Kosovo,” is addressed to
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his philosophy of international relations, and in the course of drafting it I
have come to put my case in the light of three particularly notable recent
works: Noel Malcolm’s Kosovo, Roosevelt’s Reading Rousseau in the
Nuclear Age, and Yves Touchefeu’s L'Antiquité et le christianisme dans la
pensée de Rousseau. But although it now exists in nuce the text I had in
mind was not in presentable form in the spring of 1999, when as my lecture
I offered instead the current paper, serving as a kind of draft of or preface
to the other, partly recast from material already in print or press. This work
embraces, on the one hand, fragments of some of my earlier writings, in-
cluding “Rousseau on Rameau and Revolution”; ‘La Querelle des Bouffons
and the Italian Liberation of France: A Study of Revolutionary Foreplay’,
in Studies in the Eighteenth Century 6, Eighteenth-Century Life n.s. 11.
(1987), 94—116; and, above, all, “Rousseau’s Two Concepts of Liberty,” in
George Feaver and Fred Rosen (eds.), Lives, Liberties and the Public Good
(London: Macmillan, 1987), 61-100; on the other hand, it incorporates
extracts from some of my most recent work on the conceptual history of
modernity and Hegel’s interpretation of the French Revolution, including
“The Enlightenment and the French Revolutionary birth pangs of moder-
nity,” in Johan Heilbron, Lars Magnusson and Bjorn Wittrock (eds.) The
Rise of the Social Sciences and the Formation of Modernity: Conceptual
Change in Context, 1750-1850, Sociology of the Sciences Yearbook 20
[1996] (Dordrecht: Kluwer, 1998), 35-76; “Contextualizing Hegel’s Phe-
nomenology of the French Revolution and the Terror,” Political Theory 26
(1998), pp. 33-55; and “The Enlightenment, the nation-state and the pri-
mal patricide of modernity.” I am especially grateful to Ruth Grant and
Philip Stewart for their patience in nursing this essay to press.
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